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REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS. 

HOW IT MAY BE SECURED. 

The following extract is taken from the May (1916) bulletin of 
the New Jersey State Department of Health. Its truth will be 
recognized, as will also the fact that the statements are equally true 
as regards securing the reporting of the notifiable diseases. 

One of the best ways for boards of health to secure birth reports without prosecu- 
tion is to prosecute a few physicians who fail to report, and then other reports will 
begin to roll in without prosecution. The good effect of a few prosecutions can be 
multiplied by wide and extended publicity through the newspapers. * * * 

Birth reporting, like charity, begins at home. Most boards of health have some 
physician members. Are these physicians reporting their births promptly as re- 
quired by law? The first step in the crusade for birth reporting should be to see that 
the members of boards of health make proper returns. 



THE NOTIFIABLE DISEASES. 

REPORTED PREVALENCE DURING 1915 BY STATES. 

DENGUE, DIPHTHERIA, MALARIA, MEASLES, EPIDEMIC CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS, 
POLIOMYELITIS, RABIES,!ROCKY MOUNTAIN SPOTTED FEVER, SCARLET FEVER, SEPTIC 
SORE THROAT, SMALLPOX, TUBERCULOSIS, TYPHOID FEVER, AND TYPHUS FEVER- 
CASES REPORTED, INDICATED CASE RATES PER 1,000 POPULATION, AND INDICATED 
FATALITY RATES PER 100 CASES. 

The data from which the following tables have been compiled were 
obtained from the health departments of the respective States. It 
is believed that all of the health departments which are making a 
serious effort to obtain information of the occurrence of preventable 
diseases within their respective jurisdictions have furnished the data 
contained in their records. As regards the States not reporting, either 
the records of the prevalence of communicable diseases were too 
incomplete to be useful or the data were not in available form. 

The tables contain data furnished by and relating to the following 
States : 



Alabama. 


Michigan. 


South Carolina 


Arizona. 


Minnesota. 


Texas. 


California. 


Mississippi. 


Utah. 


Connecticut. 


Nevada. 


Vermont. 


District of Columbia. 


New Jersey. 


Virginia. 


Hawaii. 


New York. 


Washington. 


Indiana. 


Ohio. 


West Virginia. 


Kansas. 


Oklahoma. 


Wisconsin. 


Louisiana. 


Oregon. 


Wyoming. 


Maryland. 


Porto Rico. 





The populations used in computing the case rates were those 
estimated by the Bureau of the Census as of July 1, 1915. 

It will be noted that some of the States are apparently much more 
successful in obtaining reports of the notifiable diseases than are 
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others. This may be due to the greater activity of their health 
departments or to a greater interest in the public welfare on the 
part of their practicing physicians. The effective grasp of the con- 
trol of disease possessed by the health departments in certain States 
is indicated in a number of instances by the large numbers of cases 
reported as compared with the number of deaths registered from 
the same causes. 

In studying these tables it should be kept in mind that a rela- 
tively large number of reported cases of a communicable disease, as 
indicated by a high case rate (and more especially when accom- 
panied by a relatively small number of deaths, as indicated by a low 
fatality rate) , usually means that the health department of that State 
is active and that the cases of the disease are being properly reported 
by the practicing physicians. It does not necessarily mean that the 
disease is more prevalent in that State than in other States. A high 
fatality rate may mean that the disease was unusually virulent in a 
State, that the physicians did not treat the disease in that State with 
the success usual elsewhere, or that the practicing physicians did not 
report all of their cases. On the other hand, an unusually low 
fatality rate may be due to the fact that the disease in the State was 
unusually mild, that the physicians treated it with unusual success, 
that the practicing physicians reported their cases satisfactorily, or 
that the registration of deaths was incomplete, or the assignment of 
the causes of death inaccurate. 

The manner of collecting data of the prevalence of disease in Mis- 
sissippi and Virginia differs from that employed in the other States 
and the results, although included in the tables which follow, can not 
be considered as strictly comparable with those of the other States, 
In these two States the physicians report on the first of each month 
the number of cases of the several notifiable diseases which they have 
treated during the preceding calendar month: Presumably these 
reports are made out in many instances from memory and not from 
case records. 
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SUMMARIES OF HIGHEST AND LOWEST HATES. 





Number of cases re- 
ported per 1,000 
inhabitants. 




Indicated fatality 

rate per 100 

cases. 




Highest. 


Lowest. 


Highest. 


Lowest. 1 


Diphtheria: 


2.409 
2.393 
2.063 




Diphtheria: 


= 100.00 
2 34. 58 
2 31.19 






















«0.010 
2.084 
2.109 




4.35 










4.67 










4.94 


Measles: 


6.212 

5.532 
5.409 


Measles: 


2 51.22 

2 29.27 

2 8.70 






















2.029 
2.038 
=.055 




.19 










.23 










.26 


Scarlet fever: 


2.550 
2.214 
1.S03 


Scarlet fever: 

Wyoming 


"■ 16. 32 
2 15. 38 
2 5.07 










Ohio 










2. 055 
2.056 
2.172 




.96 










1.01 










1.03 


Smallpox: 


1.770 
1.5S3 
1.277 


Smallpox: 


5.085 
4.958 
4.396 






















.015 
.018 
.042 




-13S 










.176 










.280 


Tuberculosis: 


4. 198 
3.495 
3.246 


Tuberculosis: 


2 89.35 
2 87. 15 
2 74. 60 






















2.079 
».118 
2.244 
2.244 




19.5.'! 










27. 19 










48.02 












Typhoid fever: 


3.196 
2.365 
2.035 


Typhoid fever: 


2 60.50 
2 45. 63 
2 39. 05 






















2.162 
2.233 
2.239 




4.56 






Utah 




10.46 










11.70 













» In computing the lowost fatality rates the data wore used for those States only in which at least one 
death was registered from the respective diseases. 
* These low case rates and high fatality rates are due to incomplete records of cases. 
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Indicated 
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Dengue. 

Hawaii reported 21 cases of dengue with 20 deaths. Of these, 4 
fatal cases were recorded as occurring in May, 1 case in June, 3 deaths 
in August, 2 in September, 3 in October, 5 in November, and 3 in 
December, making in all 21 recorded cases of which 20 were fatal. 
The fact that 20 fatal cases were recorded, presumably becoming of 
record through the registration of death certificates, would suggest 
the probability that they were instances, certainly in most of the 
cases, of mistaken diagnoses, dengue being very seldom fatal. 

In Porto Rico there were 13 cases of dengue reported, 4 in Septem- 
ber, 5 in October, 1 in November, and 3 in December. 

Malaria. 

On page 1595 appears a table showing the occurrence of malaria 
recorded in the several States through morbidity reports and death 
registration. There were 522 reported cases in California with 49 
deaths. This probably indicates an incomplete reporting of cases- and 
some mistaken diagnoses in the recorded deaths. In Alabama the 80 
recorded cases and 500 recorded deaths indicate very incomplete 
reporting of cases and either a very great prevalence of the disease 
or many mistaken diagnoses registered in death certificates. The 
194 cases with 26 deaths in Kansas indicate incomplete reporting 
of cases and a considerable prevalence of the disease. The 1,132 
deaths in Porto Rico in a population estimated to be a little more 
than a million indicates that the disease is a public health problem 
of importance. The same is indicated to a lesser degree by the 906 
recorded cases and 447 registered deaths in South Carolina. 

The 153,565 cases recorded in Mississippi and the 12,983 cases in 
Virginia probably serve mainly to show the practicing physicians' 
belief in the prevalence of the disease in these two States. It will 
be remembered that in these States the data was collected by having 
the physicians report the first of each month the number of cases of 
the disease treated during the preceding month, the reports being 
made out in many instances undoubtedly from memory. 

SUMMARY OF MALARIAL INVESTIGATION'S IN CERTAIN STATES. 

The following table gives a summary of the numbers of cases of 
malaria reported during the year 1915, on reply postal cards sent by 
officers of the Public Health Service to practicing physicians in the 
States included. 
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State. 



Jan. 1 to Mar. 31: 

Alabama 

Arkansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Apr. 1 to June 30: 

Alabama 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas' 

July 1 to Sept. 30: 

Alabama 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas (eastern part) ' 
Oct. 1 to Dec. 31: 

Alabama 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

North Carolina 

South Carolina . .* 

Tennessee 

Texas (eastern part) * 



Inquiry 
cards sent 




Replies 


to physi- 


received. 


cians, i 




7,050 


926 


0,900 


1,248 


10,500 


1,798 


7,500 


692 


5,547 


780 


3,825 


611 


10,014 


1,137 


2,350 


307 


2,300 


326 


976 


108 


3,022 


348 


3,500 


464 


2,070 


320 


1,849 


268 


1.275 


131 


3,338 


279 


3,450 


584 


2,350 


257 


2,300 


348 


976 


168 


3,022 


290 


3, 500 


540 


2,070 


191 


1,849 


331 


1,275 


166 


3, 338 


230 


3,450 


576 


2,350 


294 


2, 300 


282 


976 


155 


3,500 


630 


2,070 


191 


1,849 


3S0 


1,275 


137 


3,338 


146 


3,450 


492 



Counties 

not 

heard 

from. 



Counties 

repre- 
sented in 
replies. 



Cases of 
malaria 
reported. 



67 
74 
120 
63 
91 
43 



65 
73 
36 
105 
110 
60 
79 
36 
65 
93 

63 
73 
43 
98 

110 
49 
87 
35 
73 

: 96 

62 
70 
40 

113 
49 
90 
35 
0") 

192 



1,168 

:>., »S9 

860 

1.456 

820 

7(13 



1,780 
4,327 

835 
1,491 

894 
2,754 
1,300 
1.732 

740 
6,786 

4, 535 
18, 950 
2,044 
2,254 
2. 7.MI 
f>. 133 
2,644 
2, 743 
1, 02S 
21,382 

1,929 
6,233 
1,101 
1,564 
3,244 
1,839 
1.004 
626 
11,597 



1 Reply postal cards wore sent out each month during the first quarter and every three months thereafter. 

2 No postal cards were sent to 140 comities in Texas, presumably too afid to produce malaria. 
* Nine counties to which no postal cards were sent are represented in replies. 

« No postal cards were sent to 139 counties in Texas presumably toa arid to produce malaria. 
& Thirteen counties to which no postal cards were sent are represented in replies. 

Rabies. 

Fatal cases of rabies were reported as follows: Alabama 1, Cali- 
fornia 3, Kansas 3, New York 4. and Oklahoma 1. Practically all 
cases of rabies are fatal, so that the fatal cases should show the 
prevalence of the disease. 

Typhus Fever. 



Typhus fever was reported as follows : Maryland 3 cases 
sey 2, New York 10, Ohio 1. 



New Jer- 



